Stocks in Asia moved higher after a morning briefing by Chinese officials showed the government remains determined to boost share prices. China’s
benchmark CSI 300 Index rose as much as 1.8%, hitting its highest level in almost three weeks before pairing some of its gains, while Hong Kong shares also
jumped. The MSCI Asia Pacific index was slightly higher. The gains came after a briefing hosted by China’s securities regulator, which said insurers and
mutual funds in the country should increase their investments in the stock market. The move helped improve the mood among Chinese investors, after a
tariff threat from US President Donald Trump earlier this week weighed on sentiment. Yields on 10 year Treasuries were little changed at around 4.60%.
The dollar was higher against most currencies in Asia. The S&P 500 came close to an all-time high on Wednesday, after a three-day rally that has been
fueled in part by Trump’s moves to boost spending on artificial intelligence. Earlier this week, the president unveiled a joint venture with SoftBank Group
Corp., OpenAl, and Oracle Corp. that could spend billions of Al infrastructure. South Korea’s economy continued to sputter in the last quarter, with gross
domestic product growth missing estimates. The nation plans to issue up to 20 trillion won ($13.9 billion) in special bonds from Thursday, dusting off a tool
last used 21 years ago to help stabilize its currency. Oil edged lower after an industry report pointed to the first gain in US crude stockpiles since mid-
November. West Texas Intermediate crude fell 0.3% to $75.25 a barrel. Gold held near the highest level since October at $2,752.18 an ounce.

British pound/dollar: 1.2316 dollars per British pound. Today the British pound lost 0.32% vs. the dollar, snaps a two session winning streak. Off 17.20%
since the pre-Brexit vote level of 1.49 on Thursday, June 23, 2016. Year-to-date the British pound is down 1.58% vs the dollar. Up 1.22% from its 52-week
low of 1.2167 hit Friday, Jan. 17, 2025.
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The euro was little changed at $1.0405. The Japanese yen was little
changed at 156.52 per dollar. The offshore yuan was little changed
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at 7.2827 per dollar. The British pound was little changed at
$1.2310. The Australian dollar was little changed at $0.6272. The

dollar consolidated with major currencies in a tight range as market

remained alert to US President Donald Trump’s tariff plans. The
Bloomberg Dollar Spot Index held little changed after Trump’s
interview with Fox News offered no news on his tariff plans.

AUD/USD steady at 0.6271.
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The yield on 10-year Treasuries was little changed at 4.60%. Japan’s 10-
year yield was unchanged at 1.195%. Australia’s 10-year yield advanced
one basis point to 4.47%. The Bank of Japan is on track to raise interest
rates to the highest level since 2008 on Friday, as the central bank
makes steady progress toward normalization just as the Federal
Reserve and the European Central Bank start to mull a pause in their
easing cycles. S&P 500 futures were little changed as of 12:09 p.m.
Tokyo time. Hong Kong’s Hang Seng rose 0.4%. The Shanghai
Composite rose 1.3%. Euro Stoxx 50 futures fell 0.2%.
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Disclaimer: Any information contained in this document should not be construed as an offer, invitation, solicitation, or advice of any kind to buy or sell any financial products or services offered by
Bank Dhofar S.A.0.G (“Bank Dhofar S.A.0.G”), unless specifically stated so. Foreign exchange and derivative transactions involve numerous risks including among others, market, counterparty
default and illiquidity risk. Before entering into any transaction you should take steps to ensure that you understand the transaction and have made an independent assessment of the
appropriateness of the transaction in the light of your own objectives and circumstances, including the possible risks and benefits of entering into such transaction. You may consider asking advice
from your advisers in making this assessment. No part of this report/document may be copied or redistributed by any recipient for any purpose without Bank Dhofar S.A.0.G’s prior written consent.
All information contained in this document has been obtained from official sources believed to be accurate and reliable and Bank Dhofar S.A.0.G makes no representation or warranty, express or
implied, as to the accuracy, timeliness or completeness of any such information. Opinions, estimates and projections constitute the current judgment of the author as of the date of this report. They
do not necessarily reflect the opinion of Bank Dhofar S.A.O.G and are subject to change without notice.



